
 

 

Haywards Heath & District 

 

Flaming June has arrived! 

Regardless of how you feel about the Monarchy,  I think that the Jubilee celebrations show how good we, as a 

Nation, are at Pomp and Circumstance and also the pageant showed how wonderfully bonkers and eccentric 

we are! Makes you proud doesn't it? 
 

TAM magazine 

Don't forget you need to opt in to receive the TAM magazine before the end of June. So far 87 members have 

done so. Contact hhu3amembershipsecretary@gmail.com if you wish to opt in. 
 

Future events 

On Wednesday June 22 at 2pm in the Methodist Church Wesley Hall, Jackie Marsh-Hobbs will be telling 

us about her 'Passion for Piers'. Jackie is a specialist guide, local historian and researcher. 

Entry will be £1, refreshments will be provided. Why not bring a friend as an introduction to u3a? 

 

Well known as an excellent speaker, u3a member Carole Andrews will be Zooming into your homes to 

tell you about 'Discovering Ancient Egypt - from adventurers to archaeologists - the story from 

Napoleon to the present day' This is bound to be good, so don't delay, register with Chris 

today hhu3atech@gmail.com. 
 

Groups News 

 

Natural History 

Eleven members of the HH u3a Natural History Group enjoyed a delightful 2.1 miles circular walk led by 

Alison John through ancient meadows and woodland with a wide diversity of plants, insects and birds. 

They were serenaded by competing Blackcap bird songs expertly highlighted by Rick in the  
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Bedelands Farm Local Nature Reserve in May. 

Hundreds of Common spotted orchids were emerging plus Ragged robin in the damp meadows, dog 

roses and many more spring flowers. 

The reserve is flat, with good paths and a convenient car park on a bus route for non-drivers. 

You can see the route and many wildlife pictures at http://out.ac/19Ybkx 

Attendees learned much from Alison and other naturalists present: the ethos of our u3a.  
 

Bird Watching 

Filsham Reedbeds was the latest venue for the birdwatchers who braved a grey day and showers to log 

19 species including hearing, but not seeing, Cuckoos. They also spotted Small Tortoiseshell and 

Painted Lady butterflies as well as Comfrey in flower. 

A cast iron post next to the path was discovered to be one of 41 posts which were ordered in1868 to 

mark the line of the Hastings Parliamentary Boundary. You learn so much local history whilst out 

spotting birds! 

The next outing is to The Sussex Wildlife Trust Reserve near Heathfield on Wednesday 22 June. 
 

Oxford Union Debating  

The motion was 'This House supports a bill to support assisted dying'. This was an emotional and 

controversial subject which was extremely well researched and argued by both proposer, Mary 

Armour, and opposer, David Gee. There was general agreement on the principle with the argument 

being on how such a measure could be administered and what the safeguards would be. David 

Waite moderated, and the motion was carried by 12 votes to 2 with 4 abstentions. 

The next motion to be debated on Tuesday 5 July is 'This House believes that immigration benefits 

Society' 
 

Ukulele 

On Monday 13 June, 7 members from the 2 ukulele groups volunteered to entertain residents and others 

of the 'Autumn Club' which meets at Oaklee Retirement Housing Complex in Lindfield . They were very 

well received and after an hours playing and singing the audience mingled with the players who enjoyed 

tea and cake. 
 

http://out.ac/19Ybkx


 

Further afield 

A Jubilee concert will be taking place at St Andrew's Church Burgess Hill at 7pm on July 16. A 'Royal' 

programme of music down the ages from Henry VIII to modern day. They are featuring Grammy award 

winning conductor David Lawrence and 3 wonderful Sussex Young Musician finalists all competing for 

the £1,000 top prize and the title of Sussex Young Musician. A heavenly evening of top quality music is 

promised. Refreshments will be provided by Burgess Hill Bonfire Society - this event is sponsored by 

MSDC with many VIPs going. Tickets £15 from http://www.coronuovo.org.uk/jubilee or Box Office 0144 

717750 or at the door. 
 

Hurst Hassocks & Ditchling u3a 

On Friday 24 June HH&D are holding their monthly meeting at Court Bushes Community Hub, Willow 

Way, Hurstpierpoint BN6 9JH. The speaker, Bill McNaught, will be talking about 'Brunel - Father, Son & 

Grandson' Take your membership card with you. 

Enjoy the 'sunscreen' weather 

 

Paul Roberts 
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