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Issue No. 108 CHAIRMAN’S COMMENT 

Dear Members, 

As I write this Chairman’s comment we are in a state of flux, particularly with the new Omicron variant causing 

concern and talks of further, more stringent precautions being brought back in.  In this situation it is really difficult 

for us to plan events for 2022 and we will be taking it a month at a time for now.   

Before these latest developments we were able to hold our Betty Murrell Day, Ros Black spoke about Chailey 

Heritage and Harry Vennings introduced us to the Art of Cartoons.  In addition, we saw the return of our 

Christmas Concert.  Attending these events was a pleasure and it was lovely to meet some of you in person again.  

We will look to plan more face to face meetings but it is important that we follow government and HQ guidance 

and for the time being we will not be planning F2F but will continue to provide you with informative and 

entertaining talks via Zoom. 

This will be the last quarterly newsletter.  I first started to write the newsletter back in Autumn 2016 and have 

regularly sent out a quarterly issue filled with news from groups, general information and a guide to planned 

events.  However, over the last year it seems that only a few people actually read it and we have therefore 

decided to cease this publication and to enhance the monthly What’s On bulletin that Paul Roberts sends out via 

MailChimp.  This will enable everyone to receive current information as to what is planned within your u3a and 

will include information about groups, etc.  So please advise Paul of any items you would like included.  For those 

of you who are not able to access the internet we will be posting this out to you monthly so that you are also kept 

up to date. 

On behalf of the committee, I wish you all a very happy Christmas and hopefully an improving 2022. 

Wendy Gundry 

Chair—Haywards Heath & District u3a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME TO YOUR 

WINTER 2021 NEWSLETTER 

 

Martin Hall-Smith is planning to restart this as a joint 

u3a group with Hassocks, Ditchling and Hurstpierpoint.  

If you would like to join this Group please contact 

Martin direct on martinhallsmith@gmail.com for further 

information. 

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD GROUP 

 

 

 

 

 

Christine Davies has some vacancies for u3a members.  

All levels of yoga are catered for so beginners are very 

welcome.  For further information contact Christine 

direct on chrisinsussex@gmail.com. 

Please note this is not a u3a Group  
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Remembering members of HHu3a—past and present 

(Please keep the Membership Secretary advised of any deaths) 

JEAN HART —2020—only just been made aware. 

CHRISTINE NAESTAD—22nd August 2021 

As a u3a member Christine belonged to Philosophy Group 1 and also ran the Rummikub Group, which she was looking 

forward to starting again in September.  Christine was a steadfast friend to many people and her loss will be greatly felt.  

She will be remembered with great affection. 

Pam 

 

SAVE AS YOU SPEND WITH U3A CLICK AND SAVE SCHEME 

You may recall in my Summer newsletter I asked anyone interested to let me know and I 

would provide a number to use the scheme—thank you to those who showed an interest.  

However, u3a HQ decided to change the way the scheme operates and now each 

individual u3a member needs to go in and register directly with the site.  For more 

information about how this all works go to https://www.u3aclickandsave.co.uk/a_/Help.htm 

JOHN FOSTER—8th October 2021    DOUG DURRANT—October 2021 

 

GROUPS THAT HAVE CLOSED 

Philosophy 2 

Chess 

Britain's Industrial Heritage 

OTHER GROUP NEWS 

Philosophy 3 has a new leader—David Pleasance 

The Debating Group— now has a waiting list. 

Cryptic Crossword—restarting—see front page 

Yoga—has vacancies—see front page 

 BUY A TREE TO CELEBRATE THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE u3a 

To mark the u3a movement’s 40th Anniversary in 2022 the Trust is creating a u3a 

anniversary woodland situated in the beautiful Brecon Beacons.  The target is to 

plant 5,000 trees through the planning season October to March 2022.  The 

trees—two-year old saplings—will be native, deciduous trees; a mix of native 

species will be appropriate to the chosen site.  The purchase cost includes 

planting the trees, plus 12 years of maintenance to ensure the trees become 

established. 
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The future of Clair Hall—public engagement 

The outcome Consultation Report has now been issued—this can be found at 

https://engage.midsussex.gov.uk/9765/widgets/35741/documents/20907  - we 

will also upload it to our website.  Page 31 of the report contains a summary of 

the findings, which are broadly in line with our representation.  Next step is for 

MSDC to consider the report and issue their proposals for public consultation. 

Date/Time Talk 

Friday—4th February 
2:30 pm 

Travels in the past: the problems and pleasures of the journey   
Dr. Janet Pennington 
This talk, taking in regions around London and further afield, looks at horses, coaches 
and plenty of mud.  It will make you glad that you have a car, or can catch a bus or a 
train.  Even walking could be better than coach travel in the 17th century. 
Remember to register with Chris Roe on  hhu3atech@gmail.com  

Friday—18th February 
2:30 pm 

King Henry III and the Battle of Lewes 

James Dickinson 

This talk covers the reign of Henry III, a little known English king despite having been 

on the throne for the fourth longest period of time in our history.  Learn how the 

king’s defeat at the Battle of Lewes led to the beginnings of Parliament as we know it 

today. 

Remember to register with Chris Roe on  hhu3atech@gmail.com  
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY—Zoom Meetings 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALAN COLGATE who has been awarded one of the 30 

commemorative trees by The Tree Council and was one of the very first volunteers 

to sign up with the West Sussex Tree Warden Network. 

Alan chose an Elm Tree, Ulmus New Horizon, which is resistant to Dutch elm 

disease.  The tree has now been planted in Beech Hurst Gardens for us all to enjoy. 

GROUP NEWS 

The first meeting of the HHu3a  DEBATING GROUP was held on Tuesday 2nd November at the Methodist Church, 
Boltro Road, Haywards Heath. Starting at 10 a.m. and finishing just after 12. Coffee and cakes were served at break 
time. 

The sixteen members in attendance which was extremely good for the first meeting and the restrictions that the 
pandemic forced upon us. The topic was “This House Disagrees with the Government Green Agenda”.  A lively and 
thought provoking debate took place between David Stevens speaking for the motion and David Gee against; 
following which the speakers took questions from the floor, the show of hands was overwhelming against the 
motion. 

https://engage.midsussex.gov.uk/9765/widgets/35741/documents/20907
mailto:hhu3atech@gmail.com
mailto:hhu3atech@gmail.com


 4 

MEMBER ACHIEVEMENTS 

CREATIVE WRITING GROUP publish a collection of their short stories and poetry 

Eight Authors… Eight distinct writing styles. 

Just Write – the Creative Writing Group of Haywards Heath U3A is pleased to announce 

the publication of the first anthology of our work. 

Entitled (appropriately enough) ‘Just Write,’ it contains a wide variety of our work. 

Poems to lift the spirit, or to challenge your view on life; Short Stories that intrigue, shock, 

or tug at your heartstrings and Micro-Fiction to surprise and amuse you. 

This is a book you can read from cover to cover or dip into as the mood takes you.  We 

think there’s plenty here to suit most tastes and we hope you’ll enjoy reading it as much 

as we’ve enjoyed writing it and putting it together. 

We think it would make a great little Xmas gift for someone who enjoys reading. 

All royalties from the sale of the book will be passed on to HH u3a 

The book is available through Amazon.co,uk as a paperback at £5.45, or for digital download (Kindle-style reading 

devices, laptops, tablets and smartphones) at £1.99. 

 

DISCOVERY AWARD GROUP 

Congratulations to Pauline Watts who has just attained the Gold level of the 

Discovery Awards scheme. She is the second member of the group to strike gold, 

and the others are now hard on her heels! 

The Discovery Award is an achievement award which offers challenges to all 

individuals in the 50+ age range. It is open to all, regardless of level of ability or 

state of health, enabling people to contribute to their community, face new 

challenges and have the opportunity of forming new friendships. At present our 

group is all ladies – so let’s have some male input to balance the status quo!    

Pauline writes: It has certainly proved to be the crucial interest for me, working at the various challenges that I 

chose to do. I have worked in an Oxfam shop, researched Greek historical events from the Turkish occupation 

onwards, illustrating this through their commemorative postal history. I decided to make a Chanel style jacket and 

then researched Coco Chanel’s life (a real rags to riches story.) For the ‘Recreation’ section, I discovered an 

enjoyment and sense of achievement in Tai Chi. 

For the Gold Level of the award I researched my family history, discovering the very hard life my father 

experienced in the Liverpool Blue Coat School after his mother died when he was 10 years of age and his father 

was fighting in the First World War.  For this section I travelled to Liverpool and made a journey to the archives at 

Kew, where family history took me back to my six times Great Grandad in the 1600’s. I have continued with my Tai 

Chi, and for my Service in the Community section I became membership secretary for the Mid-Sussex History 

Group.  

Much to my own surprise I decided to research the life of Shakespeare – through his own Seven Ages of Man. It 

involved much research, time spent in Stratford Upon Avon and making a photographic journey around the scenes 

of his life in Stratford. The fun part was “meeting Master Jenkins” – Shakespeare’s teacher – still giving lessons in 

the original schoolroom in the Guildhall!  


