
Since my last newsletter we have been very busy with different events including our new Café Chat which launched 

in October.  Both the October and November events were well attended with some current members dropping in for 

a chat and potential new members coming along to find out more.  We intend to keep these running in 2020. 

Peter Leigh completed his two part presentation on public speaking.  These events was extremely well attended and 

everyone came away with more confidence and knowledge to help them give a short talk or presentation.  A big 

THANK YOU to Peter for putting this workshop together. 

Some of our members also participated in the Mid Sussex U3A Quiz in October—see inside for the result! 

Paul Roberts has taken on the task of keeping all members advised via email of imminent events and feedback 

indicates that this is welcomed as an aide memoire and has enabled more people to attend events.  Unfortunately 

we cannot send out hard copies of all these short email notices to those who do not have access to the internet so 

we do ask all group leaders/convenors to run through forthcoming events at their meetings and look for email 

buddies to keep everyone advised of what is going on in our vibrant U3A. 

The picture I have chosen for this front cover brings back memories of how Christmas weather was when I was a 

small child and I remember the wonderment of the snow, building snowmen, Jack Frost on our uninsulated 

windows, the roaring fire in the hearth and the stockings hung from the mantle. A slower pace altogether—the 

shops were decorated from December and closed over the whole Christmas period,  so you had to stock up on all 

those things you needed for Christmas, and then, after Boxing Day, you had the excitement of the January sales.  

Today life is much more commercialised and Christmas has been in our shops from November, earlier in some!  

There seems to be a sale on somewhere all year round— Black Friday, Blue Monday not to mention numerous 

BOGOF, 3 for 2, buy 1 get one half price offers.  The weather is often mild and/or wet  and the supermarkets full of 

grocery shoppers on Boxing Day!   

But however you remember Christmas it is still a time to spend with your loved ones and your nearest and dearest 

and this is where modern technology can come into its own for those 

of us whose family and friends are spread around the world,  but 

possibly just a click away.  It is the season of good will to all men, so 

please also spare a thought for those that might be on their own this 

Christmas and spread some seasonal cheer to them where you can. 

On behalf of  your U3A Committee I wish you all a very happy 

Christmas, keep safe and warm and we look forward to seeing you at 

all our various events in 2020. 
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CHANGES TO YOUR COMMITTEE 

SUSANNE ROBERTS—Membership Secretary—hhu3amembershipsecretary@gmail.com—07707 697785 

I am delighted to welcome new members onto our Committee 

they are co-opted until our AGM in April when they will stand for election. 

PHILIP METHERELL—Groups Co-ordinator—hhu3agroups@gmail.com—01444 473802 

LINDA GRACE—Committee Member—lagrace15@hotmail.com—01444 451696 

 

In addition we now have DIANNE MISLER who has agreed to 

take on the task of refreshments organiser, assisted by Yvonne 

Walker.  For those of you who have attended recent events you 

will have had the benefit of Dianne’s love of baking!!! 

We are also grateful to all the RUGS who have helped with 

refreshments. 

NEIL’S CLUB— is the charity we have chosen for the current financial year to be the benefactor of funds raised from 

refreshment breaks and retiring collections—giving at these times is completely voluntary and there is no expectation 

for attendees to contribute. 

ABOUT NEIL’S CLUB 

Neil’s Club opens every Wednesday generally from 10am to 4pm. Members range from those in the early stages of 
dementia right through the degeneration period until the Club is no longer beneficial to them, or their needs become 
close to full-time care.  

The aim of the Club is to give Young People with Dementia an interesting, rewarding and stimulating day, and 
because they are with people in a similar situation to themselves they are more relaxed and able to enjoy a wide 
range of activities and outings within the community. People in their 40s, 50s and 60s are usually physically active so 
there are plenty of walks and pastimes to satisfy these needs as well as outings in the minibus on alternate weeks. 

At the beginning and end of each Club day Carers can join together in mutual support and are able to exchange ideas 
on coping strategies and other problems that continually arise. Staff are also able to give them help and ideas and to 
point them in the right direction when circumstances are changing. 



Date Event/Time Venue Information 

Thursday 

30/01/2020 

Open Meeting 

2 pm—4:30 pm 
Clair Hall, Haywards Heath Hurst College Jazz Band 

Thursday 

20/02/2020 

Information Meeting 

1:30 pm—4:00 pm 
Clair Hall, Haywards Heath Air Ambulance 

Wednesday 

11/03/2020 

Social Afternoon 

1:30 pm—4:00 pm 
Clair Hall, Haywards Heath Talk on Chailey Heritage 

Friday 

20/03/2020 

New Members Coffee 

Morning 

 

Clair Hall, Haywards Heath 
For all new members who have 

joined since mid-August 

Thursday 

02/04/2020 

AGM 

1:30—4:30 
Clair Hall 

AGM will be followed by a Talk—

Carole Andrews 

Wednesday 

13/05/2020 
Betty Murrell Day East Sussex National, Uckfield. 

Booking Forms will be available in 

the Spring Newsletter. 

Dates for your Diary 

HASSOCKS & HURSPIERPOINT U3A 

extend an invitation to all HHU3A members 

to attend their monthly meetings.   

Admission is free—just show your U3A membership card—

with tea and biscuits afterwards. 

Friday 17th January—Sussex Stories Behind the News—The 

inside track on Sussex stories within the last four decades. 

with Richard Lindfield—Adastra Hall, Hassocks—2 pm 

Friday 14th February— British Humour in the Forgotten Art 

of the Picture Postcard—Artist drawn postcards from 1840-

1950 with James Taylor—Adastra Hall, Hassocks—2 pm 

Monday 16th March—Where do Novelists Get Their Ideas 

From? - From the initial spark, plot and subplot to the 

finale—with Bobbie Darbyshire—Hurstpierpoint Village 

Hall—2 pm 

Local SUN Study Days 

Full details can be found at  

https://u3asites.org.uk/sussexu3anetwork/events  

Saturday 11th January—Music and Nature with Robert 

Carrington at Hailsham. 

Saturday 8th February—Landscapes of South East 

England with Geoffrey Mead at Pulborough 

Saturday 14th March—Country Houses in the South 

Downs from Medieval to 20th Century with Sue Berry at 

Rustington. 

Saturday 18th April—A Mathematical Medley with Roger 

Luther at Horsham. 

 

https://u3asites.org.uk/sussexu3anetwork/events


Mid Sussex U3A Quiz Results 

On Wednesday, 16th October nine quiz teams gathered 

together in Adastra Hall, Hassocks for the biennial Quiz 

between Haywards Heath, Burgess Hill and Hurst, Hassocks 

& Ditchling. 

The room was buzzing with enthusiasm and anticipation as 

teams were organised and took their places.   Haywards 

Heath had won the trophy on the previous three occasions, 

so a precedent had been set, but competition was strong.  

There would be five rounds, together with an ongoing 

Table Sports Quiz.  The room suddenly went quiet as Phillip 

Metherall, the question master, started on the first one, 

“Entertainment”.   Answer sheets were marked after each 

round and after the third on “Science and Technology” everyone was ready for a tea break.   Although Haywards 

Heath were in the lead at that stage, not every team had played their joker, so there were not many points difference 

between the nine teams.  One of the toughest rounds was “Science and Technology”.    Who knew that 0.2727 

recurring as a fraction was 3/llths?   Me neither, but our quizzers rose to the challenge!  The question setters had 

contributed enough varied and different subjects to test everyone, but it was such a thoroughly enjoyable and 

entertaining afternoon, providing plenty of laughter and head scratching. 

Finally, after the “General Knowledge” round the scores from the Table Sports Quiz were added to the total;  

Haywards Heath were announced the winners and had retained the trophy, but in doing so, not only had they won 

the prize for the highest table score, but also the lowest!  However, many congratulations to all three teams. 

The Chairman of Burgess Hill U3A, Chris Elkins, presented the trophy to Paul Roberts, Vice Chairman of Haywards 

Heath U3A, and congratulated everyone who took part. 

The organisers from all three U3As would like to thank all the quizzers for participating, together with everyone else 

who contributed in other ways to its success, so essential in making these events run smoothly. 

Jean King and Diana Cawdery 

Social Afternoon—Thursday 21st November 2019 

The subject was The History of Christmas Carols 

This was a well attended event with 60+ members braving a gloomy afternoon to hear 

Derek Barton give his multi-media presentation. 

We were treated to a beautiful talk in which we met old carol friends, were introduced 

to some new ones and given fascinating information on their history from 14th and 

15th century right up to modern day music from James Taverner. 

Thank you also to Dianne Misler for the delicious homemade cakes she provided and the RUGs who helped 

to serve the refreshments. 



Information Meeting—Friday 8th November 2019 

The subject was SCAMS—how to recognise them and how to avoid them. 

E-mails, text messages, cash points, telephone calls and much more besides 

were dealt with and not only were the audience advised to be aware of the 

warning signs of a possible SCAM they were also reassured as to the security 

systems that financial institutions have in place. 

Carol and Bonny from Santander dealt with this unpleasant subject with great 

professionalism and much humour.  An interesting and informative presentation delivered in a light, but authoritative, 

manner appreciated by all attending members. 

As this is a fast moving subject we hope to hold another SCAMS presentation in 2020. 

The number of attendees was lower than we would have expected—possibly if you attended the previous one you 

thought it would just be a repeat.  Each time we look to getting a different presenter from a different perspective so as 

to give the best possible all round coverage of this relevant subject. 

Christmas Concert—Saturday 7th December 2019 

Church of the Ascension in Vale Road 

A well attended U3A event.  The proceedings opened with the entire congregation 

singing ‘God Rest You Merry Gentlemen’ which was followed by the pure and 

crystal clear sounds of the Handbells led by Rosemary Pardey, which gave us six 

pieces. 

The Orchestra, under the baton of Christine Colbourne, then played and were 

followed by the Choir, directed by Peter Gacsall, which impressed by singing in French, German and Latin as well as 

English—fortunately not all at the same time! 

The Recorder Consort and the Ukulele group played Christmas pieces, three members of Poetry 2 read their poems, 

which were thought provoking and amusing.  Bill Colbourne treated us to one of his famous monologues. 

The performance ended as it began with the entire congregation singing—this time ‘It Came Upon a Midnight Clear’. 

A small token of appreciation was made to Peter for his work with the Choir and to Christine who put the 

programme together and without whom there would be no concert. 

Christine mentioned that this was the first time that all five music groups had performed at the same concert. 

Special mention must be made of Dianne Misler who produced a wonderful array of cakes and confections which 

were enjoyed by all at the end of the concert and to members of the RUGs who assisted in various ways. 

Dates for you to enter into your 2020 U3A diaries. 

SUMMER CONCERT—25th July 2020 

Wesley Hall, Methodist Church, Perrymount Road, Haywards Heath. 

CHRISTMAS CONCERT—5th December 2020 

Church of the Ascension, Vale Road, Haywards Heath 



CAN YOU HELP? 

Your fellow U3A members need your input. 

ARE YOU A SPANISH SPEAKER? 

At enrolment I had enough members wishing to join the new Spanish Beginners Group to be able to start classes with 

myself as Leader.  We have already had 2 sessions and there is plenty of enthusiasm to continue.  I have enough 

people (5) on the waiting list to make it worth starting up another Group.  Unfortunately, I have not been able to find 

another person willing to lead a Group 2.  My commitments are such that I cannot take on another Group but I would 

be pleased to advise. 

Please email me if you think you are able to help—liz.hinze@talktalk.net 

Liz Hinze 

It truly is an amazing sight when you walk into Holy Trinity Church 

to see the mass of brightly lite Christmas Trees each individually 

decorated in varied styles. 

Thank you to Marilyn Bradley and her helpers for their marvellous 

efforts in decorating our HH U3A tree this year. 

Cuckfield Christmas 
Tree Festival 

Volunteer Oral Historian wanted for local Project 

If you are interested please email  

Margaret Pilkington—m.c.pilkington@sussex.ac.uk or Michael Hill—Michael_j_hill@msn.com 

The River Ouse Project is looking for a volunteer to carry out oral history interviews with local farmers.  We have 

appropriate recording equipment and members of the project team are happy to play a support role.  We will 

provide a series of leading questions to ask the farmer, but we are looking for someone able to draw the 

conversation out and get the farmer talking.  Useful information often arises outside the set questions.  We have a 

small amount of money to cover travel costs, but no on-going funding. 

We don’t require a verbatim transcription of the conversation, but would require a summary of the key points and 

the whole interview would need to be archived.  The oral historian would attend Project Team meetings—

currently 10 am—12 noon, four mornings a year in Lindfield. 

The River Ouse Project combines botanical surveys of meadows in the upper reaches of the River Ouse with 

historical land-use research.  Documents such as the Tithe Award and Dudley Stamp’s Land Use Survey tell us how 

the meadow was managed in the mid 1800s and 1930s.  By interviewing appropriate farmers we can trace the 

history into the post war period as well as learning more about how the meadow is currently being managed.  

Please see our website for more information—http://www.sussex.ac.uk/riverouse. 



INFORMATION SNIPPETS  

24 HOUR LEGAL ADVICE LINE 

We have been advised by the Third Age Trust 

that they have withdrawn this as a free service 

to U3A members. 

RIVIERA TRAVEL SCHEME 

Haywards Heath U3A is part of Riviera’s Affinity Scheme, a charity scheme they operate with U3As across the UK.  

Any holiday booked with Riviera Travel is eligible, provided the person booking is a member of HH U3A and mentions 

this at the time of booking.  Riviera will donate 10% of the total basic cost of all travellers included on the booking as 

a charitable donation to HH U3A.   

HH U3A is not endorsing Riviera Travel as a supplier of holidays and neither HH U3A nor any of the committee/

trustees have received, or will receive, any benefit or incentive from Riviera Travel other than donations through the 

Affinity Scheme as set out above.  Donations from the Affinity Scheme are paid direct to HH U3A and are not payable 

to the individual who made the booking. 

BBC TV LICENCE 

The BBC has announced details of the TV Licence fee concession for 

those over 75 which will be implemented from June next year.  As a 

result, from June 2020, any household with someone aged over 75 

who receives Pension Credit, will be eligible for a free TV licence 

funded by the BBC 

New £20 note to be launched in February 2020 

“As the new Turner £20 testifies, money can be a work of art in everyone’s pocket” - Mark Carney BOE governor 

The new £20 will come into circulation on the 20th February 2020. No date has 

yet been announced for the formal withdrawal of the old £20 note. 

The existing note is not only the most popular and numerous —estimated to be 

some two billion in circulation— but it is now the most forged of all our bank 

notes.   

The new polymer note will feature: 

•  The artist JMW Turner’s self portrait from 1799—currently displayed in the Tate Gallery. 

•  The Fighting Temeraire, considered one of his most important paintings and a tribute to the ship HMS Temeraire 

which played a distinguished role in Nelson’s victory at the Battle of Trafalgar in 1805—currently displayed in the 

National Gallery.   

• A quote from Turner—”Light is therefore colour” which is from his 1818 Royal Academy lecture as well as his 

signature.  

• A large see-through window based on the shape of the fountains in Trafalgar Square.   

• A blue and gold foil on the front depicting Margate lighthouse and the Turner Contemporary gallery in the town. 

• A smaller see-through window in the bottom corner of the note inspired by Tintern Abbey. 

The launch of the £20 note will be followed by a new £50 note, also in polymer, in 2021  

which will feature Alan Turing. 



 

This is your Newsletter—designed to share information, past and future events,  news etc. amongst all 

Haywards Heath U3A members so I welcome YOUR FEEDBACK on what you would like to read about in the 

newsletters going forward. 

Please send your feedback and newsletter items for WINTER—December 2019 

deadline 10th March 2020— newsletter@haywardsheathu3a.org.uk  

FINALLY 

A BIG THANK YOU FROM ME 

TO ALL OF YOU WHO SENT IN ARTICLES 

FOR THIS NEWSLETTER. 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO DO SO. 

 

All contributions are welcome—we would particularly like 

Information on Groups and Outings 

News and views via letters to the Editor 


