
 

Issue No. 106 

Contact  

Newsletter Editor 

Wendy Gundry 
  newsletter@haywardsheathu3a.org.uk 

Next Deadline: 15th June 2021 

WELCOME TO YOUR 

SPRING 2021 NEWSLETTER 

CHAIRMAN’S COMMENT 

Dear Members, 

Welcome to 2021’s first quarterly newsletter.  My newsletter for Spring 2020 marked the start of the lockdown 

and the disruption it would cause.  We were forced to cancel planned events and to follow government advice to 

stay at home.  This time round we can concentrate on the government’s roadmap out of lockdown—hopefully for 

good.  Residents around me stood on their doorsteps holding phones, torches and candles in tribute to the victims 

of COVID as part of the national day of reflection and we now look forward to a new “normal” where we will be 

able to return to doing all the things we loved prior to Spring 2020. 

It will be a slow return to group meetings, social gatherings etc.   To keep you entertained until we can restart face

-to-face events we have organised a number of Zoom talks—as Paul Roberts said in his latest bulletin these are 

now very well attended and, at times, Chris Roe has a waiting list.  Therefore if you book onto an event and later 

you are unable to attend please let Chris know so that someone else can have the opportunity in your place.  Pam 

Wheeler has worked hard to arrange a very varied mix of talks and we hope that there is something there to 

interest you all. 

Full details of the talks can be found inside. 

Remember our wonderful Christmas Extravaganza—well you can now look forward to our sequel event our 

Summer Extravaganza.  This will be held on U3A day—an opportunity to showcase many of the talents within our 

U3A—Wednesday 2nd June 2021. 

Full details can be found inside. 

We are also looking to run a Betty Murrell Day in 2021—this was greatly missed last year so we are endeavouring 

to arrange the 2021 event later in the year.   

Full details will be in our Summer newsletter. 

We now have some 88 groups—see inside for new ideas—many of whom meet on Zoom.  Following a recent 

request from Philip Metherall Group Leaders have provided information about their groups and whether or not 

they are using Zoom.  As a result we now have a very full calendar which can be viewed through our website—

very impressive.   

If you are looking to do something new this year why not contact a group leader and go for it. 

On behalf of myself and your Committee we wish you a happy Easter. 

Stay safe—we look forward to seeing you all in person in the near future. 

Wendy Gundry—HHU3A Chair 
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Remembering members of HHU3A—past and present 

(Please keep the Membership Secretary advised of any deaths) 

PAUL HOGAN—18th December 2020 

Paul was an enthusiastic member of Ukulele 2 and had been looking forward to the Group re-opening. 

TERENCE “FITZ” FITPATRICK—24th December 2020 

Fitz was a well known member of HHU3A running the Chess Group and being a member of the Philosophy 1 
Group.  As one of the first lady members of the Chess Group I found Fitz to be welcoming and oh so very patient!  
Members of the Philosophy 1 Group remember him as being full of vigour and always enthusiastic to converse 
about Philosophy. 

His family asked for the following tribute to be included: 

“Terence “Fitz” Fitzpatrick was born in the east end of London in 1936.  He lived an exciting life serving two years 
in the British Army before joining the British South African Police Force at 20.  He was sent to Southern Rhodesia 
in 1956 which he fell in love with eventually qualifying and working as a lawyer.  Health reasons brought him back 
to the UK just over a decade ago.  The U3A gave him a new lease on life as he could become involved with various 
clubs like he had always done throughout his life in Zimbabwe.  He will be remembered by his three children as 
being a wonderful father who was kind, stoic and wickedly funny.  The day after his leg amputation a decade ago 
the surgeon asked him how he felt, he replied, “I feel great, I’ve lost weight” 

COLIN JOHNSON—30th January 2021 

ALAN HILL—5th February 2021 

Alan was born in Yorkshire but had lived in Lindfield for some 50 years.  He was well known as an author writing a 
number of books on Cricket.  He was a popular member of the Play Reading Group reciting many stories about 
the various people he had met throughout his career.  He was also a great theatre-goer and had met many 
celebrities over the years 

DIANE TWILLEY—8th March 2021 

Diane was an active member of the U3A belonging to Family History 2, Exploring London and French.  Diane is 
remembered as a woman of great intelligence and interested in many things, but particularly her garden.  She 
was associated with organisations such as The Arts Society, the Horticultural Society, the U3A and the WI.  She 
was also on the committee of the National Trust Association.  For many years she worked at the local library and 
was still doing shifts before she died.  She is remembers by her many friends and will be greatly missed. 

 

 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY—Zoom Meetings 

Date/Time Talk 

Friday 

09/04/2021 

2 pm 

Working with Auntie—Christine Green  
Christine worked as graphic designer for the BBC and has won several awards and was 
BAFTA nominated for her work on 'Cambridge Spies'.  

Monday 

19/04/2021 

2 pm 

Time Through The Ages—John Hope 

John will take us through 3 centuries of development and improvement of time meas-

uring devices. He has had a varied career having first served 10 years in the RAF, he 

then held senior positions in both Heinz & Hertz before becoming involved with       

supporting people with mental health issues.  

Friday 

14/05/2021—2 pm 

King John & Magna Carta—James Dickinson 

James is a keen amateur historian who delivers popular talks on medieval history. 

Tuesday 

25/05/2021 

2 pm 

What to expect when you take an  Ancestry DNA Test—Michelle Burdiss 

Michelle is a leading member of one of our Family History groups and has been a 

part time genealogist for the past 15 years. 

Friday 

04/06/2021 

2 pm 

The Franklin Expedition Disaster—Lost and Found—Michael Smith 

Michael is a former award winning journalist with The Guardian and The Observer and 
has appeared in TV and radio documentaries.  He has lectured at many prestigious 
venues including the Scott Polar Research Institute Cambridge..  During his talk he will 
chart the background to the disaster, piece together the tragic events and discuss 
what the shipwrecks, found high above the Artic Circle, may reveal. 

Friday 

15/06/2021—2 pm 
SOE—Special Operations Executive—Churchill’s Secret Army—Gilly Halcrow 

Date/Time Event 

12/16th April 

10 am—11:30 am 

SPECIAL SUBJECT WEEK  

EXPLORING WORLD FAITHS—to register go to https://u3asites.org.uk/west-midlands/events\ 

An opportunity to find out more about other religions from ordinary people of faith with plenty  

of opportunity to discuss and ask questions.  Monday—Introduction and Christianity.  Tuesday—

Islam and Christian Science—Wednesday Hinduism and Buddhism—Thursday Baha’I Faith 

Sunday 25/04/2021 

SUN STUDY MORNING 

11am—12 noon 

THE GRAND CANYON AND CANYON LANDS—Ann Pocklington gives an interesting account of her 

travels.  Booking from 11th April via email to SUN bookings548@gmail.com to register an        

interest.  Zoom link will be sent out nearer the time. 

Wednesday 

02/06/2021 
HHU3A—Summer Extravaganza—full details inside 

Friday 

26/08/2021 
Third Age Trust AGM 2021—Check out their website 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY—Other Events 

Also Worth a Look: 

Mirthy Talks—  https://mirthy.co.uk/talks/  -  Virtual Trips—https://www.virtualtrips.io 

U3A Learning—https://www.u3a.org.uk/learning 



ACCOUNTS—Year Ending 



If you have any queries regarding these 

please contact—Treasurer— hhu3atreasurer@gmail.com 



CLAIR HALL UPDATE 

‘As you will all be aware, Mid Sussex District Council has reopened Clair Hall for use by the NHS as a vaccination centre with the 
Hall available for as long as the NHS needs it.  Lease extended to end of September 2021. 
 
Meanwhile MSDC has confirmed a 12 week engagement to identify practicable, community options for the future use of the 
Clair Hall site and to undertake a new public consultation exercise, which will take place in 6 to 12 months. MSDC has also 
confirmed that any decision on potential future use of the Clair Hall site will be informed by new public consultation.'  

All correspondence with the Council, together with their latest Press Re-

lease can be seen on our website.  If you do not have access to the website 

please contact the newsletter editor and we will send to you by post. 

Linda Grace is our representative—hhu3acommittee1@gmail.com. 

This is a summary of the press releases: 

GROUP NEWS 

We have some 840 Members and 88 Groups.  Full details can be found on our website. 

If you have a query regarding Groups contact the Group Co-ordinator— hhu3agroups@gmail.com 

CALLING ALL CLOSET THESPIANS! - Unlock your inner Redgrave!   

Playreading Group 1 is looking for 2-3 new members.  Come and join our friendly group, meeting 

twice a month on alternate THURSDAY MORNINGS 10-12.  (Next meeting Thursday 18th March) 

Currently we are successfully meeting via Zoom and help is available for those unfamiliar with 

this technology.  The leader shares the playscript screen for all to read. 

We are looking forward to meeting in our own homes again as soon as we are able to. 

Please contact Bridget  Lane—via hhu3agroups@gmail.com 

POTENTIAL NEW GROUPS— if you have an interest in any of these Groups can you initially let Philip Metherell 

know hhu3agroups@gmail.com —if there is sufficient interest more information can be provided. 

 BALLROOM AND LATIN DANCE GROUP 

An opportunity to learn some new dance steps or just come along to have a dance.  More 

details will be available  once lockdown is over.  Something to look forward to. 

 SPACE FLIGHT 

A broad topic with lots of different aspects (launch vehicles, manned and unmanned,    

habitats, life support, etc.).  Plenty of history (pre-war, V1 & 2, the space race, Britain’s 

Black Arrow, etc.) as well as current things in news such as the search for life on Mars and 

Elun Musk’s plan to send people there soon. 

 GUITAR GET TOGETHER 

Do you enjoy playing the guitar—would you like to join with other like minded    

individuals to enjoy playing and improving together? 

The Cookery Group has sadly closed.  We have 5 Groups which are currently without a leader but we hope this will 

rectify once we can go back to face-to-face meetings.  If you are interested in starting a new Group please get in 

touch with the Groups Co-ordinator. 



I know it is a long time ago, but “Wow, that was a bit different wasn’t it!”  

For me, Christmas Eve last year was the first for many, many years, that I spent sleeping in 
an otherwise empty house. Then, at about 11.00am on Christmas morning I went to my 
daughter and her family in Cuckfield, and for 2 hours we all sat outside, well wrapped up, to 
open presents, and then at 1.00pm I went home to my empty house for Christmas dinner 
and the rest of the day. I am sure it was similar for very many of us, BUT we did have our 
Christmas Extravaganza to look back on! 

I must say I thoroughly enjoyed not only introducing all our participants, but also the content of all their 
presentations. It really was great fun and an excellent start to our incredibly different Christmas Festivities. It was 
also the first time we had attempted anything on this scale done “virtually” and thanks to all Chris Roe’s 
magnificent effort it ran extremely smoothly. We were able to start with the Sussex Carol, (most appropriate) and 
moved swiftly on to Paul Roberts, a Ukelele, and Grandma being run over by a reindeer. Diana Cawdery 
organised a quiz for us, we had two wonderful monologues from Valerie Stevenson and Bill Colborne, and a 
fascinating explanation of a Christmas painting by Jenny Porter. Dianne Misler whetted our appetites with 
decorating cakes etc with our grandchildren, and Adrian Lyth and Richard Fee helped us to feel we had been able 
to travel, by telling us about Christmas in France and Germany. Colin McFarlin educated us on Christmas recycling 
and Michael Misler took us to Bethlehem on Christmas Eve. Margaret Nicolle intrigued us with her account of a 
childhood Christmas in Australia and Anne Morrison took us back to our childhood with “Twas the night before 
Christmas”. We had two brilliant duets by Ginny and Chris Marshall, from the Wizard of Oz and Mike Hoare 
explored Christmas Cocktails. Kevin Laue brought the extravaganza to a conclusion with King John’s Christmas 
and throughout the afternoon, every other presentation was interspersed with Carols sung by Harland’s school, 
which I felt was enchanting, being able to hear children singing during the concert. We were able to end with the 
children singing Rudolf the Red Nosed Reindeer. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank once again all those who took part. You all helped to make it a really 
enjoyable and memorable afternoon. Also thanks to everyone who helped behind the scenes.  

Mary Armour 

The Christmas Extravaganza was really well received, enjoyed by all those who attended and  

the feedback has been very positive.   

SO as with all successful first time events we offer our Sequel!! 

Following the success of the Christmas extravaganza, your Committee is preparing 

to stage a Summer Extravaganza which will take place via zoom on 2nd June 2021 

in the afternoon. This is u3a day, and we plan to stage an event which will celebrate 

Haywards Heath u3a, with a series of 5 minute presentations from a variety of our 

u3a groups.  

Be prepared to be entertained and informed with sessions ranging from geology to philosophy via history, poetry, 

music and many other topics. There will also be a quiz, and a raffle with a cake to the lucky winner.  

Keep the date free and you will receive details of how to reserve your place in Paul's May newsletter.'  

DO YOUR REMEMBER THE CREATIVE WRITING GROUP CHALLENGE?  Write a short story in exactly ten words! 

Once upon a 

time, 

only once, 

He jumped, 

leaving his parachute in 

the plane. 

Through the window? 

Lost your key? 

You’re under arrest mate. 

How do you plead? 

NOT GUILTY 

Even though I was! 

Writers … blocked! 

…. Comes inspiration! 

Stories told in just ten 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is your Newsletter—designed to share information, past and future events, news etc. 

amongst all Haywards Heath U3A members so I welcome YOUR FEEDBACK on what you would 

like to read about in the newsletters going forward. 

Please send your feedback and newsletter items for SUMMER—June 2021 deadline 

15th June 2021— newsletter@haywardsheathu3a.org.uk 

BANKING SCAMS  

You may have noticed during your read of the Newsletter the lack of personal contact information—

unfortunately  the U3A, as a whole, has become the subject of banking scams.  Over the last fortnight two u3as 

have been scammed by phone calls purporting to be from their bank’s Fraud Department.  A substantial amount 

of money has been lost from their bank accounts.   Our Treasurer received a similar call but decided it was a 

scam and therefore we have not lost anything. 

The fraudsters have extensive knowledge of Committee names and the bank details.  They say that a number of 

large, suspicious transactions are pending and due to take place from your account and that action must be 

taken—that they will talk you through—to prevent them. 

These scam calls are very convincing, well organised and they pressure you that time is of the essence—if you 

think you are the subject of such a telephone call HANG UP.  Banks do not make calls of this nature.  Do not try 

to call your bank to check if the call was genuine as the fraudsters can intercept your call and convince you to 

continue.  If you do call your bank, even on a number you know to be genuine, use a different phone or leave 

making the call for some time. 

 

WHEN SHOULD I USE BCC: 

For security and privacy reasons, it is best to use the Blind Carbon Copy (BCC) feature when sending an email to 

a large number of people.  When you place email addresses in the BCC field of a message, those addresses are 

invisible to the recipients of the email.    

Within your Group you may wish to openly share all email addresses between yourselves—as long as everyone 

is agreeable this does make for a more friendly communication. 

When an email is sent via Beacon you do not need to choose an option— it arrives at the recipient mailbox 

personally addressed and you cannot see who else has been included. 
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