
Dear Members, 

Here we are at the end of 2020—not the best of years I am sure you will agree but we are continuing to see 

our glass as half full and planning events for our members as best we can in the present climate.  We are 

looking to arrange a programme of ZOOM events to take us through the next 6 months by which time we 

are quietly optimistic that we will have been able to start looking at some face-to-face contact with our 

membership and Dianne Misler’s wonderful cakes. 

We are still getting some late renewals and last count saw our membership number at 833 including a 

number of recent new members.  I was advised at today’s Committee Meeting that our enrolment video 

received some 900+ views.  However, in general, our website, emails, etc. do not appear to be getting 

everyone’s attention.  Obviously all we can do is put the information out there but if you have any 

suggestions as to how we can better communicate with you and/or our membership I would be pleased to 

hear from you.  For this quarter only the Committee decided to post a hard copy newsletter to all our 

members in order to ensure everyone is aware that our U3A is still very active and what is coming up to 

entertain you. 

Another first for this year is our Virtual Christmas Extravaganza—15th December—2pm start.  This is a 

truly entertaining production involving some of your Committee and some HHU3A group members.  There 

will be a quiz and  we will also be having a free draw for all those who register to attend—prize being a 

festive Christmas Cake made by Dianne Misler (delivered to your door) —a great addition to your Christmas 

table.  We have a limit to the number of people who can attend so make sure you register your place soon 

with Chris Roe  hhu3atech@gmail.com . 

So it has been an interesting, frustrating year.  I would like to thank all our Group Leaders who have worked 

hard to keep their groups engaged and active.  I would like to thank all of you, our members, for your 

continued support and I look forward to being able to see you, for real, next year.  Lastly, but not least I 

would like to thank all the Committee Members for their continuing support 

and hard work in finding innovative ways of keeping the HHU3A movement 

active and productive through these difficult times. 

On behalf of myself and your Committee I wish you all a very happy 

Christmas,  despite the restrictions we may have, and I hope a wonderful 

2021. 

                                                                                   Wendy Gundry—HHU3A Chair 
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CLAIR HALL—following on from the article in the Autumn edition when I updated you on the 

action taken by the Committee in response to the Council’s decision to close this facility—in 

particular our letter sent for consideration by Councillors at the Cabinet Meeting on the 14th 

September.  We have now had a reply—it has taken  over 6 weeks for them to send through a 

standard, one version fits all and does not respond to any items raised.  The response can be 

read on our website. 

The consultation has started. It is part of the wider Haywards Heath Town Centre Masterplan. The date for responses 
is 5pm on Monday 21st December. Given this report will have been prepared before the Cabinet meeting which 
agreed to close Clair Hall, it does rather imply the decision was actually made a while ago. The link to the consultation 
and related documents is: 
 
https://www.midsussex.gov.uk/planning-building/town-centre-masterplans/  

The HHU3A (represented by Linda Grace) will be making representations to the Council. 

REV. MICHAEL DAVIES 

Tributes from some of his friends  in the Computer Group. 

“As well as the Computer Group, which Michael was keen to ensure continued, I knew Michael as a 

Preacher who from time to time took Services at the Methodist Church which I attend and where the 

Computer Group happened to meet.  I always enjoyed his easy style of leading the worship and his 

friendliness with me and others who he knew well.” 

“I worked with Michael for some time in the early days of the Computer Group and had a very high regard 

for him as a colleague and as a man.  He was, in my opinion, the one person who kept the group together 

and had a great deal of practical experience.  On a lighter note, we had another common interest in that 

some of his family were very expert on sport hovercraft.  As a clergyman he always wore a cross—but it 

was of plain wood—and I think that summed up his character.” 

“I knew Michael through the Computer Group.  He was an enthusiastic member and lead the group for a 

number of years.  Despite having stepped down from that role, he agreed to step back in again when it 

looked like the group may fold.  He attended most meetings and was always an active participant.  He 

never mentioned his health and always displayed a positive demeanour.  He is sadly missed.” 

JOHN SCLANDERS 

Formerly a long standing member of the Play Reading Group 

https://www.midsussex.gov.uk/planning-building/town-centre-masterplans/


  

The Creative Writing Group 

 

WELCOMES NEW MEMBERS 

Creative Writing is something you really can do despite the COVID-19 restrictions.  We’ve been sharing our 

work by email and receiving constructive comments back from fellow members.  We’ve had some excellent 

contributions from our members over the past few months.  There’s something really exciting about putting 

your work out to a peer-group and receiving their opinions on it.   

Each month we have a choice of two subjects for our writing.  One will be a title - for example “A Vital 

Clue”, the other will be more open-ended such as a simple scenario or a quote from a book.   Members can 

write a short-story, a poem or a factual piece; whatever takes them.  Sometimes someone is working on 

something entirely different and may want to share that with the group. 

We do have some vacancies in the group and it’s something well suited to the onset of the shorter days.   

You don’t need to be a Shakespeare or Dickens you just need to enjoy writing.  The group is very supportive 

and all feedback is constructive. Whether you want to write poems or short stories, or want to work on 

your memoirs, or that novel you’ve always wanted to write, you will find support and encouragement from 

our group.  

If you are interested in joining us, I’m Gordon Reece Davies, the group leader, and I would be pleased to 

hear from you - email to hhu3acw@gmail.com  

Here’s a little challenge :  Write a short story in exactly ten words!  It sounds tricky but give it a little 

thought and you’ll surprise yourself at what you come up with! 

Whether or not you join our group I’d love to read your 10 word stories so send them to me on the above   

e-mail – maybe we can publish them on the next newsletter. 

Regional PR and Media Advisers – U3A  
England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland 

 

Do you want to help raise the profile of u3as in your part of the world, and support the national 
campaign to celebrate and promote awareness of the u3a movement? 
 
We are looking for volunteers with knowledge and experience of working in a PR, media or marketing 
capacity to join their Regional Team and be linked to the national Communications Team. Volunteers will 
be part of a UK wide team with other PR Advisers.   
 
The role is home based but could include travel around the region or country, as necessary. Most 
meetings will be conducted online but occasional team meetings in London (when permitted) will be 
required, but no more than twice a year. Expenses will be paid under the Expense Policy of the Trust.  
 
For an informal discussion contact Sue Stokes, Chair of Communications and External Affairs: email 
sue.stokes@u3a.org.uk or call 07931 865903 

about:blank


DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Date Event/Time Presenter Information 

2020 These are constantly being added to and dates/times will be advised to you in the “Whats On” bulletin. 

Please remember if you wish to attend you need to register for each event individually via Chris Roe.  

Alternatively, you can advise Chris of all those you wish to attend via one email. 

10/12/2020 ZOOM Talk 

2:30 start 

Rupert 

Matthews 

The History of Father Christmas—journey back into our pagan 

past. 

15/12/2020 ZOOM—2 pm start 

Christmas Festivities 

 A Christmas Extravaganza to bring you Christmas cheer. 

2021  

11/01/2021 ZOOM  - 2 pm start 

New Members 

 An opportunity to learn more about the U3A and meet the 

committee. 

27/01/2021 ZOOM Talk 

2:30 start 

Rupert 

Matthews  

Kingdom of Sussex— explore the political, social and economic 

history of Sussex. 

We are looking to put together a 6 month programme of ZOOM talks 

Paul will send out all the information in one of his updates. 

ZOOM TALKS 

Rupert Matthews—An established public speaker, history consultant and author of non-fiction books, magazine 

articles and newspaper columns. His work has been translated into 28 languages (including Sioux).  

The History of Father Christmas—  Father Christmas is most familiar to us today as a jolly old boy dressed in a red 

suit with white fur trimming. Our jolly Santa is often dismissed as an invention of the Coca Cola company or as a 

Victorian whimsy, but in fact his origins are much, much older and considerably darker than most people could 

possibly imagine. Come on a journey back into our pagan past to discover the origins of Father Christmas and find out 

how he developed into the figure that we know and love today.  

The Kingdom of Sussex— The Kingdom of the South Saxons was once one of the key states of Britain. Founded in 

about 480, the kingdom remained independent for three centuries until its old royal family had to replace their title of 

King with that of Earl under the control of the more powerful Kingdom of Wessex. The dynasty finally disappeared 

under the Normans. This talk follows the political, social and economic history of Sussex during its years of 

independence and demonstrates how the economy and wars of that time still have an influence on the modern 

county.  

On  Friday 20th November Bill Avenall gave a Zoom talk entitled “Why was the Shepherd 

Delighted”.  Given the British obsession with the weather it is not surprising that this was 

a well attended meeting with 36 participants many of whom were double. 

A well presented, interesting and amusing talk in which some folk weather lores were 

seen to have some basis of fact and others, to quote Bill, were balderdash! 

Mary Armour gave us a beautifully presented weather poem relating to November  but I feel that Vivaldi’s 4 Seasons 

should have been the introductory music rather than Rachmaninov!                                                                   Paul Roberts 



AN INVITATION TO  OUR MEMBERS 

TO JOIN US FOR OUR VIRTUAL 

CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA 

15TH DECEMBER 2020—2 PM 

I am sure everyone will have realised by now that Christmas, as we know it, is not going to happen this year. 
For other religions as well as Christianity, our religious festivals will not follow their normal patterns.  

This, unfortunately, will be the same for our Annual Christmas Concert. It will not be able to take place. 
HOWEVER, your Committee are determined that this Festive Season will not pass completely unnoticed by 
Haywards Heath U3A. To this end we are organising a Zoom Christmas Extravaganza which will take place 
on Tuesday 15th December at 2.00pm. We are unable to call it a concert as it is almost impossible for people 
in different places to join together to play or sing music. The synchronisation just doesn’t link up well 
enough. The people playing or singing need to be in the same place. This means that the format for the 
Zoom celebration will be vastly different to our usual concert. We have put our thinking caps on and tried to 
“think outside the box”. This means that we have input from at least 15 groups, and only one of them is 
musical. We will, however, be interspersing them with Carols from a CD so that you are not just listening to 
speakers for the whole afternoon. During the break we will be showing a wonderful display of photographs 
courtesy of the Photography Group.   I don’t want to give you too much information now, as it may spoil the 
anticipation! 

As with our AGM we are only able to have 100 computers linked in to the Zoom meeting. Where a couple 
are living together they will be sharing the same computer so it does not restrict us to just 100 members. 
This means that everyone who wants to attend needs to register with Chris Roe. 
hhu3atech@gmail.com  Members will be allocated a space on a first come first served basis. In view of this 
PLEASE could all members who are actually participating register as soon as possible….or you will not be 
participating as you will not have a space!! 

We look forward to “seeing” as many of you as possible on December 15th.  May I take this opportunity to 

wish all members a very happy festive season, and please all stay safe.                                       Mary Armour 

CUCKFIELD CHURCH CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL—unfortunately this event has had 

to be cancelled this year. 

They contacted me inviting groups to submit one decoration for the big Christmas 

Tree they are putting up.  Muriel Santa Clara of the U3A Recorder Group has created 

this lovely decoration to represent U3A and our Group.  She has arranged for this to 

be taken to the Church at the beginning of December. 

Christine Colbourne 

Will you be tracking Santa through NORAD this Christmas Eve?  Something I used to do 

with my grandchildren and still keep up the tradition now!  Every year Santa sets off on 

his sleigh from Lapland with his trusted reindeer, travelling an estimated 510,000,000 

km—approx. 1,800 miles per second visiting 390,000 homes per minute—6,424 per 

second—no wonder he needs the rest of the year off. 
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U3a National Programmes 

If you haven’t done so already check out the National Programmes page on the u3a national website—

u3a.org.uk/learning/national-programmes.  On their home page you will find many ideas to keep you 

learning during these times—a huge variety from quizzes to projects, bird watching  to casting for a Murder 

Mystery Event virtual performance in January 2021.  You will be required to book for some of the events—

https://www.u3a.org.uk/events/educational-events.  The website is updated regularly so keep check the 

pages for updates and new offerings. 

There are plans for a programme of free talks by members  as well as ‘external talks’  including the Guildhall 

Art Gallery, Southwark Cathedral and the National Army Museum to mention just three. 

There are also plans for a group carol singing on the 10th December 2020. 

A series of Winter Schools are planned for 11th Jan to end of Feb 2021. 

So bookmark this page and  give it a look on a regular basis—you may find something to enjoy over the 

Winter.   

Have you missed being able to pack that suitcase and go off to 

the next place on your bucket list—I know I have. 

Introducing Virtual Trips 

https://www.virtualtrips.io 

an opportunity to explore new locations from the comfort of 

your armchair—I am sure it will enhance that bucket list for 

when we can  start travelling again. 

The virtual trips allow you to learn about cities, gardens and archaeological sites through live-streamed 

virtual tours.  They currently offer tours in over 15 locations around the world from places such as 

Barcelona, Ancient Carthage, Yellowstone National Park and Moscow. 

An opportunity to ‘travel’ together at a time when you may be isolated at home.  The tours are sociable as 

there is live chat in the video streaming interface where you can talk to other travellers as well as ask 

questions of the guide. 

These tours are free to attend, although tips can be left to support the local guides, who walk around the 

sites and broadcast themselves in real-time. 

When I read this joke it brought back memories of Christmas mornings as the children gleefully 

opened their presents and I looked at the multitude of “noisy” toys loving relatives had given them!!! 

“What is the best Christmas present in the world?  A broken drum, you just can’t  beat it” 



 

 

 

 

This event is open to all new Members, enrolled since March 2020.  We would usually have held this event 

in September but circumstances prevented us from doing so.  We have now decided to welcome our new 

Members via a virtual meeting.  It is an opportunity for you to meet some of the Committee, learn about the 

U3A and the HHU3A, what we do, etc.  It is also an opportunity for us to talk with you to understand your 

aspirations as a member of HHU3A . 

We very much hope that you will be able to attend.  Invitations will go out nearer the time. 

Wendy Gundry 

Reflections from Understanding Russia  

I have been pondering the continuation of a U3A group in these difficult times. In March, the 

future seemed uncertain, face to face meetings were cancelled, and there was no idea when we 

could meet again. Consensus within the Russia group was that we should continue by email. So, 

how did we do? Well, it turns out that we did OK. In fact, there have been comments that we 

have learnt more during lockdown than through monthly meetings.  

How, you may ask? The Russia group consists of people with different experiences, interests and knowledge. What we 

share is a sense of fellowship and a fascination with our topic. We exchange information including articles, book 

reviews, and TV programmes. The U3A subject advisor has been helpful with suggestions. We have maintained our 

monthly programme, with the ‘speaker’ sending PowerPoints, or notes by email. A few weeks ago, we held our first 

online meeting, which provided fresh challenges as we had to learn how to use technology. We agreed it was worth it 

to see each other again, and we look forward to our next online meeting. I think the key message is that in the spirit 

of the U3A we have grown and learnt new skills. I hope this may inspire some of you to take the plunge and try 

something new with your group.                                                                                                                                        Linda 

A Taste of Japan 
 

A series of short virtual talks on Japan and its culture will be starting on 27 January 2021.  

Check out these talks and many others at  https://www.u3a.org.uk/events/educational-

events 

NEW MEMBERS MEETING 

Date/Time:  Monday 11th January 2021—2 pm 

U3A EGM 2020— 10th December 2020 10 am—resolution to amend the Articles of Association—if you 
would like to attend or vote full details can be found at https://www.u3a.org.uk/events/egm-2020 



  

 

Anthem 

The following comes from the Barnsley u3a Ukulele Group and Paul Roberts advises  

his Ukulele Group had planned to perform it for us at our Summer Concert. 

It should be sung to the tune of Blowing in the Wind. 

How many times did you say in your youth 

You’d never be old and grey 

You said you’d never shirk and you’d never give up work 

And retirement seemed a million miles away 

But the time has come around, yes and very soon you’ve found 

You need a way to keep old age at bay 

The answer my friend is join a u3a 

The answer is join a u3a 

How many groups can you fit in a week 

Five or six or maybe even more 

You’ve joined astronomy and you’ve traced your family tree 

Played bridge and chess and learned to paint and draw 

You can walk, dance and sing and do almost everything 

Why don’t you get the time to mop the floor 

The answer my friend is you’ve joined a u3a 

The answer is you’ve joined a u3a 

How many times do you think to yourself 

The garden needs a weed and a dig 

The fridge needs a clean ‘cos the cheese is turning green 

And the pile of ironing’s looking rather big 

You need to clean the loo but have better things to do 

And what the hell - you couldn’t give a fig 

The reason my friend is you’ve joined a u3a 

The reason is you’ve joined  u3a 

The answer my friend is you joined a u3a 

You’ve joined the brilliant Haywards Heath u3a 


