
Let’s hope the weather improves and with the clocks going forward, we can look forward to a bright Spring.  

Since the last Newsletter we have held a very successful Christmas concert, at a new venue—The Ascension 

Church—many congratulations to all concerned for the hard work which went into producing the event. 

An Open Meeting was held on the 23rd January—many thanks to Peter Leigh for another very interesting 

presentation. 

We have another New Members Coffee Morning on the  16th March.  Feedback from the last New 

Members Coffee Morning was that there was little information about the groups and what they do.  It 

would be really good to have as many group leaders or convenors at our New Members Coffee Mornings to 

explain about your groups. 

The AGM is on the 10th April and I would encourage as many of you as possible to attend 

as your input is important to us.  Following the AGM Carole Andrews will be giving an 

interesting talk “Metals Maketh Man”. 

I will be standing down as Chairman at the AGM and passing the reins over to our Vice-Chair Wendy, 

although I will remain on the Committee as Gift Aid Officer.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank all 

the members of the Committee for their support over the last few years. 

                                                                                                                                                              Alex Samson  

 IMPORTANT INFORMATION IN YOUR SPRING NEWSLETTER 

NOTICE OF AGM—10th April 2018—2 pm—Clair Hall, Perrymount Road, Haywards Heath. 

AGM AGENDA 

AGM NOMINATION FORM—deadline 2nd April 2018 

ACCOUNTS—year ending 31st July 2017 

 

BETTY MURREL BOOKING FORM—deadline 16th April 2018 
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It always intrigues me how many people who have lived in Sussex have contributed to different 

aspects of history.  I thought it might interest readers if I put a spotlight on various Sussex 

individuals in this Did You Know spot. 

Lady Gertrude Denman who lived with her family at Balcombe Place 

was the first elected chairman of the National Federation of Women’s 

Institutes in 1917—a role she retained until 1946, apart from the short 

time she stood down during the war so that she could act as director 

of the Land Army. 

She contributed towards the cost of the Balcombe Victory Hall and 

commissioned Neville Lytton to paint the murals  on the walls of the 

Hall  - although possibly best known for their commemoration of the 

local men who fought and died in World War 1, the north wall, which has the theme of peace, shows local 

people who can be identified, including Lady Denman who is depicted inspecting the plans for the Balcombe 

Victory Hall with her clerk of works. 

If you have not seen these murals Individual and Group visits can be arranged by contacting  

the Bookings  Secretary http://www.balcombehall.com/contact 

CALLING ALL NEEDLEWOMEN AND 

NEEDLEMEN 

The Haywards Heath Twinning 

Association Textile Project is 

celebrating 20 years of 

twinning with Bondues France and 25 years 

with Traunstein in Germany and to mark 

these milestones is launching a community 

project to produce three wall hangings, one 

for each Town Hall, with a FRIENDSHIP theme. 

If you would like to be involved please contact 

Lesley Bright on 01444 450470 or email 

hhtwinners@gmail.com. 

Cuckfield Christmas Tree Festival 

Raised an amazing £13,799.58 

To be shared between the Holy Trinity Church and  

the Chailey Heritage Foundation 

To our meeting  

Tuesday 3rd April - 2.30 pm  

at the Methodist Church, 

Perrymount Rd, Haywards Heath  

when we will be having a guest speaker, Jacqueline 

Parry, giving a talk entitled “The Development of 

Landscape Painting”.  There will be a £1 charge for this 

meeting.  We look forward to seeing you then.   

       Art Appreciation 1—Diana Cawdery—Convenor 

Lyn Anderson 

Anne Dawson 

Beryl Gamse 

Pamela Robinson 

Yvonne Stock 

Roger Turner 

The Third Age Trust now publish a monthly newsletter.  To receive 

this newsletter you need to create an account at the U3A website—

www.u3a.org.uk—and sign up to have the newsletter emailed. 

This newsletter can also be accessed via our website—

haywarsheathu3a.org.uk 



Date Venue Event 

Saturday 

Mar 10th 
Seaford 

Shakespeare and the Elizabethan & Jacobean Theatre with Geoff Doel.  

An exploration of Shakespeare’s theatrical career and its interface with the 

new professional London theatre, with particular reference to Richard II, 

Twelfth Night and The Tempest. 

Saturday 

Apr 14th 
Steyning 

Political and Religious Change and its influence on the English Parish Church 

c700-1914 with Sue Berry. 

A look at the ways English parish churches reflect social change. 

Saturday 

May 12th 
Pulborough 

Art in Britain in the Age of Enlightenment (18thC) with Kay Blackburn.   

NOTE:  This is a change to the original Study Day programme. 

Please contact Diana Cawdery—01444 484560 for application forms or go to the SUN website sussexareau3a@gmail.com for 

further details. 

CHICHESTER SUMMER SCHOOL 
Monday 

Jun 18th - 

Thursday 

June 21st 

SE U3A Forum Chichester Summer School at Chichester University.   

The extensive programme, course details and booking info can be found at https://u3asites.org.uk/

sussexu3anetwork/events  or contact Graham and Sheila Hill on 01372 372165. 

The Courses 

Bridge Refresher Course 

Culture & Rituals 

Knitting 

Writing Your Life Story 

Mah Jong 

Jazz—the Sound of Surprise 

The Joy of Maths 

Discovering Techniques in Water Colour Painting 

Portrayal of People, Events and Nature 

Visits to Pagham, Parham and a Palace 

Psychology—a Sense of Wellbeing 

The Ukulele, its History and its Playing 

Walking on the Downs and Coast 

 

SUN STUDY DAYS 



Thank you to Deirdre O'Brien for her interesting account of her experience 

                                                                                                                             

HAYWARDS HEATH & DISTRICT 

                                                                                                                             
 

NOTICE is given that the 28th Annual General Meeting of the Haywards Heath & District U3A 

will be held at Clair Hall, Perrymount Road, Haywards Heath  

on Tuesday 10th April 2018 at 2.00pm 

  

AGENDA 

 

1. Welcome and Introduction 

  

2. Apologies  

 

3. Tributes to those members who have died 

 

4. To approve the Minutes of the 27th AGM held on 11th April 2017 

                                                                 

5.  Any Matters Arising 

 

6.  Chairman’s Address                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

7.  Treasurer’s Report and Adoption of Accounts 

 

8. To approve the appointment of Independent Examiner of the Accounts for 2017/18  

  

9 Election of Chairman and Committee Members 

  

10. Questions or comments from the floor 

 

 

After the AGM there will be refreshments, followed by a presentation 

 entitled “Metals Maketh Man” by Carole Andrews, U3A Member. 

 







 

GROUP NEWS 

LATIN 

We sadly lost our Latin Leader, Sylvia Bradding, in November.  During her 9 years as our 

Leader she inspired us with her unparalleled knowledge of the language and Roman culture 

and we were privileged to have had her as our Leader.  She will be truly missed.  We also, 

shortly afterwards, lost a founder member, Ann Corbishley, who brought another dimension 

to our Group with her knowledge of medieval Latin.  Under Sylvia’s guidance we had worked 

through the Cambridge Latin Course used by schools and are currently on Book V, which is 

used for A-level.  We have now added other sources to our curriculum and will soon be 

planning our annual July visit to a place with Roman connections. 

Edith Eastwood 



GROUP NEWS 

 
For their October meeting, members of Family History 2 made a visit to The Keep at 
Falmer.  The Keep, opened in 2013, houses extensive archives including all the 
collections of the East Sussex Record Office, the Royal Pavilion and Museums Local 
History Collections, together with the Special Collections of the University of 
Sussex. It has a detailed record of the region's history, dating back over 900 years. 
Within the Reference Room, members used the computers to access sites such as 
Ancestry, Find My Past and the British Newspaper Library, and some were delighted 
to find further information for their research, as new documents are being added at 
a rapid rate to these sites. 
 
During our visit, we were lucky enough to be invited into the Repository Block, 
where the Conservator, Melissa Williams, showed us one of the oldest artefacts 
stored in The Keep, the Great Seal of Henry I, showing on one side the King 
enthroned, and on the reverse, astride a horse in chain mail. The Seal was attached 
to a document dated 24 June (and believed to be from the year 1101) which 
proclaimed by the King: 
'To all his barons, sheriffs and officials that he has granted to the church of St. 
Martin in Battle the royal privilege of the abbot to hear all pleas against his tenants 
in his own court. If the plea cannot be determined in the abbot's court, it is to be 
transferred to the Royal court. 
 
We all found our visit to be very worthwhile and I am sure many of us will be back 
at the Keep before too long! 
                                                                                                               Stephanie Squibbs 

Up-date on Beginners’ Lacemaking 

This course started in September 2017, and has seven active participants who are making excellent progress after only  6 sessions 
to date.  All are using loan materials and equipment - a loan pack which is available to all who engage with this course.   We have 
space for more learners.  We can start new learners off at any time - there are no ‘lessons’ that might be missed - everyone 
receives 1:1 tuition and advice, and everyone thus progresses at their own pace.  This is a very old craft (indeed, it could be called 
an art)  which is not so difficult or complicated as you might  imagine - it does not require particularly good eyesight, nor the 
dexterity you need to engage with needle work. 

Please contact Convenor, Janet France, 01444 413159   janetasussex@gmail.com if you would like to join our group, or would like 
more information.   We meet at the Presentation Hall for 2 hours from 10.00am every 2nd Tuesday of each month.   

The SPANISH GROUP met at The Bent Arms in Decem-
ber for a celebratory lunch.  We even managed to speak a 
little Spanish!                                                           Gill Corris 

Apr 10th  AGM 

May 15th Betty Murrell Day 

Jul 11th  Open Meeting—Michael Bunn 

Jul 28th  Summer Concert 

Aug 9th  Enrolment Day 

Oct 8th  Open Meeting—Hurstpierpoint College Big 

  Band 

FAMILY HISTORY 2 

mailto:janetasussex@gmail.com


SAUCE  

AND  

SONG 

BETTY MURRELL DAY 

Tuesday 15th May 2018 

East Sussex National Golf Club 

Little Horsted, Uckfield TN22 5ES 

You are cordially invited  

to join your fellow U3A members in a day of varied entertainment, and good company  

BEYOND THE SAUCY POSTCARD—Kim Pace, artist and lecturer.  Kim is currently lecturing at the University of the Arts in 
London and gives public talks at Tate Britain, The National Gallery and the  Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts. 

Her talk celebrates the rich history of visual jokes and cartooning, which form the peculiarly English tradition of using humour to 
make serious comments about our politics, social structures and behaviour.  Starting in the 1600s  Kim presents a fascinating array 
of material that uses humour for social and political commentary, through to the 1950s and then right up to the present day. 

We then have RICHARD RATCLIFFE—Headline Entertainer, Singer and Compere—who will facilitate two further sessions. 

IT WON’T BE ALRIGHT ON THE NIGHT—a light-hearted look at what goes wrong backstage in Theatre, TV , etc.   

We will then have our QUIZ based on general knowledge around our theme of the ARTS 

HOORAY FOR HOLLYWOOD—an afternoon of musical entertainment with a selection of well known songs from Hollywood 
with just a smattering of who wrote them, who starred, etc. 

 BOOKING FORM 

Please send your completed booking form, together with your £10 cheque (made payable to HH U3A) to Wendy Gundry, 23 
Southway, Burgess Hill, West Sussex RH15 9SY.  Any queries ring 07545 616722 

Your Name  

Your Address  

Your Membership No.  

Any Dietary Needs  

Are you able to offer a car share?  

Do you require a lift? We will do our best to match you with 

someone offering a car share but this cannot be guaranteed 

 



 

Thank you to Howard Marchant for his food for thought article about mature drivers. 

Like a lot of wives, mine struggles to buy a present for the man who has everything.  However, for Christmas 

2015 she bought me a voucher for the Mature Drivers Assessment scheme arranged by the Institute of 

Advanced Motorists.  So during 2016 I undertook the assessment with a police officer from Haywards Heath 

who spends his working life as a driver of an unmarked police car in central London.  He told me I was a 

competent driver, but recommended that I sign up to the Advanced Driving Test with the IAM which now 

operates under the catchy title of IAM Roadsmart. 

From time to time an elderly driver will be involved in an accident and the press will resurrect the question 

“should drivers over 70 or 75 be required to take another test before they can continue driving?”.  Most of 

us who drive now will have taken a test many years ago when roads were quieter.  Are we competent, are 

our reflexes as sharp, do we know what all the road signs mean, have we looked at the Highway Code lately? 

In the current economic climate, I think that the Government is unlikely to want to spend the money to 

introduce a new driving test even if the driver is called upon to pay for the test.  The problem is that as the 

percentage of the population over 70 continues to increase there will be more mature motorists than first 

time drivers.  Statistics tell us that the latter group have the most accidents due to lack of experience and 

youthful enthusiasm but this could change over time.  Perhaps we should all ponder this 

dilemma. 

If this strikes a chord with you the Mature Drivers Assessment costs £49 and can be 

booked through the IAM website www.IAMroadsmart.com, and the Advance Driving 

Test costs £149 from the same site. 

An added bonus …………. 

Recently one of our members booked a 

holiday with Riviera Travel and during 

the course of the conversation she 

mentioned that she was with the U3A.  

Riviera Travel then told her that they 

would donate money to her U3A—being a percentage of the 

total cost of her holiday.  She booked the holiday and true to 

their word Riviera sent us a cheque. 

WE WOULD LIKE YOUR VIEWS 

ON 

COFFEE MORNINGS 

The Committee recently had discussions about whether 

or not to continue with the Coffee Mornings as it had 

been noted that, in the main, attendance at these events 

was very low. 

We would like to hear from you with your views. Should 

we continue with them?  What changes would you 

suggest we make?  Are they purely social or should they 

be used to spotlight a particular group?   

Please send your thoughts to Wendy at  

newsletter@haywardsheathu3a.org.uk  

RAFFLE PRIZES APPEAL 

Do you have unwanted Christmas/Birthday gifts which you 

could donate?  Or could you donate biscuits or chocolates? 

If you can help with this please contact  

Diana Cawdery 01444 484560 



OUR CHRISTMAS PHOTO ALBUM 

Thank you to all who contributed—unfortunately I could not find space for them all. 

Christmas Tree Festival—Cuckfield Church 

Congratulations to those who created our entry. 

Some of our talented musicians provided a delightful musical 

performance enjoyed by the many visitors to the festival. 

Christmas Concert—Ascension Church 

The new venue was excellent and the event was well attended. 

We all enjoyed the musical entertainment along with readings by  

Alistair and Jennie Porter and John Merrett and performances by our  

two contributors pictured— Bill Colbourne and John Humphries. 



This is your Newsletter—designed to share information, past and future events,  news 

etc. amongst all Haywards Heath U3A members so I welcome YOUR FEEDBACK on what 

you would like to read about in the newsletters going forward. 

Please send your feedback and newsletter items for SUMMER - June 2018—deadline 

28th May 2018 — newsletter@haywardsheathu3a.org.uk  

FINALLY 

A BIG THANK YOU FROM ME 

TO ALL OF YOU WHO SENT IN ARTICLES/PHOTOGRAPHS 

FOR THIS NEWSLETTER. 

 

PLEASE CONTINUE TO DO SO 


